Epithelial downgrowth following penetrating keratoplasty with a running adjustable suture.
A 78-year-old female patient who had a third penetrating keratoplasty for aphakic bullous keratopathy and iris fixation of a posterior chamber intraocular lens using a single, 10-0 nylon running suture technique developed a suture track leak postoperatively. Attempts to ease the tension on the suture track reduced the astigmatism and stopped the leak temporarily. Eighteen months after the procedure, epithelial downgrowth was noted on the corneal graft on both sides of the leak site and intraocular pressure was elevated. A fourth penetrating keratoplasty combined with a trabeculectomy was performed. To our knowledge, this is the first report of epithelial downgrowth associated with suture adjustment following the single, continuous suture technique.